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Government Trail #119 
Length: 2.9 miles 
Rating: Strenuous

Season: May through October

Elevation: 9,200 feet to 10,877 feet

Description: For those who want to get to know Escudilla Mountain from the bottom to the top, hiking the Government Trail is the way to do it. Although this historic trail is no longer maintained, people still seek it out for a hike all the way to the mountain summit. Its steep, talus covered switchbacks once provided Forest Service workers an access route to man the lookout on the mountain summit as well as to fight fires and manage the forest. Today those same obstacles help the trail live up to its strenuous rating.

The Government Trail ascends Escudilla's western slopes. Because of its steepness and exposure, this route offers excellent views off to the west for most of the hike. Mount Baldy (Arizona's second highest peak), Mt. Ord, and the Black River drainage form some of the more prominent landmarks in the panorama.

On Profanity Ridge, Government Trail joins the Escudilla Trail for the last one mile or so of the hike to the top. Having come this far you'll most likely want to continue to the summit and the Fire Tower located there where you'll find views that stretch from the San Francisco Peaks near Flagstaff to the mountains and canyons of New Mexico.

If you're a mountain biker, this area can provide some excellent riding as well as hiking. The road that provides access to the Government Trail is closed to motorized vehicles but open to bicycles. If you continue on that road past the Government Trail cutoff, you'll find an extensive system of primitive roads that provide lots of riding potential. Remember, however, that wilderness areas (including Escudilla) are closed to bikes as well as to motor vehicles.

Trail Log:
· 0.0 Road Closure, park here. 

· 0.4 Take right fork. 

· 1.3 Continue straight at the fork. 

· 1.9 Sharp left in road, trail begins here and goes straight. 

· 2.9 Junction with Escudilla Trail (1.1 miles to summit).  

Access:
Drive north from Alpine approximately 6 miles to Forest Road 56. Turn right (east) and continue up this dirt road for 1.6 miles to a road which branches to the left and is closed by a "Wildlife Area" sign. Park here and follow the closed road 1.9 miles to the point where the Government Trail branches off and heads up the mountain.
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Escudilla Trail #308
Trailhead: Escudilla
Length: 6 miles roundtrip
Difficulty: Moderate
Directions to Trailhead:
From Alpine go north 5.5 miles on US 191 to FR 56. Turn east on FR 56 and go 3.6 miles to Terry Flat. Take left fork .5 miles past Tool Box Draw to trailhead.
Trail Description:
As you leave your vehicle, you will enter the Wilderness and an area that was severely burned by a 1951 fire. The result is that you will be walking thorough a dense grove of young aspens. The trail switchbacks through the aspen grove and emerges at 1.3 miles in Tool Box Meadow. There are some outstanding views from here.
The trail follows the edge of the meadow and then climbs through a spruce and pine area to a junction with the Government Trail (little used). The last mile follows an old road to the lookout tower. From here the views are incredible.
Notes:
· There is no source of water on this trail so bring your own.

Luna Lake Loop Bike Trail 
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Length: 2.5 miles or 8 mile loop 

Rating: Easy to moderate

Use: Moderate

Elevation: 7900 feet to 8300 feet

Description: You can ride your mountain bike right out of your campsite at Luna Lake Campground to take advantage of this convenient ride. A moderate length and easy rating make it a popular diversion for campers. If the fish aren't biting at Luna Lake or if you need to get away from campground society for a while, the Luna Lake Loop will take you for an easy-going tour of forest backroads, open grasslands, and suburban ranches in the vicinity of the lake and the village of Alpine. If you're having so much fun that the combined 10.5 miles aren't enough, you can expand this ride by including all or part of the Georges Lake Loop. That 4.5 mile loop is accessible via a short jaunt down Forest Road 275 to its intersection with Forest Road 275F and the Georges Lake Loop.

Notes:
· Carry plenty of water, especially on the longer loop 

Trail Log: Lower Loop (2.5 miles)

· From the trailhead follow the blue diamonds north through the gate to a junction where a sign that reads "easiest" marks the right fork. Follow this fork 1 mile to a second, signed junction and take the right fork to the Luna Lake road 300 feet south of the trailhead. 

· Upper Loop (8 miles) - Follow the same route as above to the second, signed junction. Take the left fork, marked "more difficult", and continue 1 mile through the gate (watch those diamonds), across Little Creek and a cattle guard, and down the main road about 1/4 mile to a signed road and gate on the right. Go through this gate and enjoy relatively flat going for 2.5 miles. After this the going gets a little rougher over a series of short climbs and drops which lead back to a signed junction. The right fork marked "easiest" will take you back to the trail system while the left fork will bring you back to the Luna Lake road in a quick half mile. 

Access: Drive 5 miles east from Alpine on US 180 and turn north (left) on the Luna Lake entrance road. This gravel, all-weather road leads 1 mile to the bike trailhead marked by an international-style bike trail symbol near the campground entrance.

Terry Flat Loop Bike Trail 
Length: 6 miles 


Rating: Easy

Use: Moderate

Season: May - October 

Elevation: 9600 feet to 9900 feet

Description: This beautiful ride rolls along over a little-used forest road that loops around the high meadows of Arizona's third-highest mountain. There are lots of wildlife to see, plentiful wildflowers from July through September, and great scenery. Huge stands of aspen make this an exceptionally scenic ride in September and October. If you are a beginner at bicycling or are a little out of shape, this is a great place to warm up for some of the more-strenuous rides in the area. But even if you're a stump-jumping veteran, you'll enjoy the magnificent scenery.

The ride skirts the edge of a huge meadow (Terry Flat) perched on a plateau one level down from the mountain's summit. It follows a moderately-rough forest road that is open to motorized vehicles but traffic is generally very light, except when the aspens turn gold. The route wanders in and out of forested areas that extend into the meadow's grassy interior. 

· While you are in the area you might want to hike up the Escudilla Trail to near the top of Arizona's third-highest mountain, just don't take your bike up there. No motorized or mechanized vehicles are permitted in the Wilderness. 

Access: Drive 5.5 miles north from Alpine on Highway 191 to Forest Road 56. Turn right on FR 56 and follow it 4.5 miles to Terry Flat. Take the left fork past Tool Box Draw for 1/2 mile to a parking area at the Escudilla National Recreation Trail. Park here and continue east around the loop on your bike

Williams Valley Mountain Bike Trail System 
Length: 5 miles 

Rating: Moderate

Use: Light

Season: May - October 

Elevation: 8600 feet

Description: When Williams Valley is covered with snow it is known as one of the premier winter recreation areas in the White Mountains. After the snow melts the trails that were marked for cross-country skiing become excellent mountain bike route. In 1991 a large portion of this scenic area of wide meadows and lush forests was designated for non-motorized recreation. There are well-marked trails and trailheads, and mini-cattleguards designed with the biker in mind.

Trails generally skirt the edge of the meadows or wind their way through the trees that surround the meadows. These meadows are sprinkled with wildflowers in late summer and are important forage for the resident elk population. You have the best chance of seeing elk, deer, or bear in the early morning or late evening so ride the trails quietly. These trails are gently rolling with no real lung-busters and are suitable for beginners or the more advanced rider.

Notes:
· Ride safe and be considerate of other users; ranchers graze cattle in this area so please don't disturb livestock or facilities 

Access: Drive 1.5 miles north of Alpine on Highway 191 and then turn west (left) onto Forest Road 249 about 4 miles to Williams Valley. There are 2 parking lots here, one at the crest of the hill that marks the divide between the San Francisco and the Black River drainages, the other at the west end of the valley. Both parking areas are signed.

 

George's Lake Mountain Bike Trail 

Length: 4.5 miles with a vehicle shuttle; 7.5 miles loop to Alpine via FR 275 

Rating: Moderate
Use: Moderate

Season: May - October 

Elevation: 8000 feet to 8500 feet

Description: This short ride starts in Alpine and leads through a variety of surroundings as it loops out from and back to town. Along its course you'll ride on everything from the paved shoulders of broad two-lane highways to rough and rocky forest roads. Backyard horses will cast a curious glance in your direction as you pass suburban ranchettes and head into National Forest areas that seem a million miles from anywhere though they're just a short distance out of town. If the time of year is right, you have a chance of happening onto some of the migrant waterfowl at the little lake for which this ride is named. Its just a short way off of the main route so if you've brought your lunch, this might be a good place to enjoy it.

At the intersection of Forest Road 275 you can either choose to head back to Alpine to complete this loop or you can continue on around the Luna Lake loop for a longer ride and more forest scenery.

· Conveniently close to Alpine and food, lodging, supplies, and camping 

· Connects to the Luna Lake bike trail 
Trail Log:
· 0.0 Highway 191, follow blue diamond markers past the vehicle gate 

· 2.0 Gate (please close the gate) 

· 4.5 Junction with Forest Road 275; trail ends or turn right (south) and ride to Alpine, about 3 miles 

Access: Starting at the intersection of Highways 191 and 180 in Alpine, proceed north about 1/3 mile to Forest Road 8200 and turn right (east) on FR 8200.

